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Ireland Tentative Itinerary 

 
Wednesday, April 1st  9:10 pm  Departure from Philadelphia International Airport – Terminal A 

      American Airlines Flight 722 

 

Thursday, April 2nd   8:55 am  Arrive in Dublin to meet our Tour guides: Ailbe and Sean and   

      Travel to the West Coast of Ireland 

    12:30 pm Stop in Athlone for Lunch at your own expense 

    4:00 pm Arrive at the Cliffs of Moher for sight-seeing 

    6:00 pm Depart for Dinner at:  THE INN AT DROMOLAND 

         Address: Latoon North, Co. Claire  

         Phone: +353 6 368 161 

    8:00 pm Arrive at Hotel:  LIMERICK STRAND HOTEL 

         Ennis Road, Limerick 

         Tel: +353 061 421 800 

         Fax: +353 61 421 866 

         https://www.strandhotellimerick.ie/ 

 

Friday, April 3rd   8:00 am  Irish Breakfast at the Hotel (included)  

    9:00 am  Meet our Guides and depart for Bunratty Castle 

    10:00 am Arrive at Bunratty Castle for sight-seeing and Lunch on your own 

    2:00 pm Rehearsal at:  ST. MARY’S CATHEDRAL LIMERICK 

         Address: Bridge Street, Limerick V94 E068 

    3:00 pm Rehearsal with the  BOHERUOY BAND, Director Andrew Jordan 

    5:00 pm Dinner at the Hotel (included) 

    7:30 pm EXCHANGE CONCERT WITH THE BOHERUOY BAND 

    9:30 pm Depart St. Mary’s for the Hotel, Overnight in Limerick 

 

Saturday, April 4th   7:30 am  Irish Breakfast at the Hotel (included)  

    9:00 am  Meet our Guides and depart for Cashel  

    10:30 am Arrive at the Rock of Cashel for sight-seeing  

    11:30 am  Depart Cashel (snacks on coaches)  

    12:30 pm Arrive in Kilkenny for PARADE     

      Change into uniforms on the bus 

      Warm up/Tune 

      Parade through Kilkenny, concluding with a stand-still    

      performance on the grounds of KILKENNY CASTLE! 

      Change on the Bus 

    2:00 pm Lunch on your own in Gorgeous Kilkenny 

    3:20 pm Bus 1 Meets at Entrance to Castle for Guided Tour  

    3:20 pm Bus 2 Meets at Entrance to Castle for Guided Tour    

      Time to explore Kilkenny on your own following the castle tour 

    5:45 pm Dinner (included) at: LANGTONS 

       Address:  John Street, Kilkenny 

         Tel: +353 56 776 5133 

    7:30 pm Depart restaurant for the Hotel, Overnight in Limerick 

https://www.theinnatdromoland.ie/shannigans-gastro-pub.html
https://www.strandhotellimerick.ie/
https://www.strandhotellimerick.ie/
https://www.happyfoodstube.com/full-irish-breakfast/
https://www.bunrattycastle.ie/bunratty-castle/
http://www.saintmaryscathedral.ie/history/
http://www.boherbuoy.org/members/flute.html
https://www.boherbuoyband.com/
https://www.cashel.ie/rock-of-cashel/
http://kilkennycastle.ie/
https://visitkilkenny.ie/
https://www.langtons.ie/garden-room-restaurant.html


Sunday, April 5th   7:30 am  Irish Breakfast at the Hotel (included)   

    9:00 am  Meet our Guides and Depart for Athlone  

    11:00 am Arrive at: ATHLONE INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY  

      Address:  Dublin Rd, Bunnavally, Athlone, Co. Westmeath 

      Lunch at Student Center at your own expense 

    1:00 pm Meet the Irish Marching Band Association  

      EXCHANGE AND PERFORMANCE featuring the    

      Council Rock South Marching Band performing    

      “Elevation” and our Winter Guard performing    

      “Looking Back” 

    4:00 PM Performance concludes 

      Meet Ballinasloe Junior Band (and other local bands tbd) 

    4:15 PM Marching Arts WORKSHOP by the Students & Staff of CR South 

    5:15 PM Workshop concludes 

    5:30 PM Dinner in Cafeteria (included) 

    7:00 PM Board coach and Depart Athlone for Dublin 

    8:30 PM Arrive hotel:  CLAYTON HOTEL LEOPARDSTOWN  

         Address: Central Park, Dublin 18 

         Tel: +353 1293 5000 

         https://www.claytonhotelleopardstown.com/ 

       Overnight Dublin 

 

Monday, April 6th   7:30 am  Irish Breakfast at the Hotel (included)   

    9:00 am  Depart for Guided tour passing St Stephens Green, Grafton Street,  

      Upper O’Connell passing the main post office and Dublin Castle 

    11:00 am Arrive St Patrick's Cathedral. Entrance to the Cathedral which   

      stands on the oldest Christian site in Dublin where it is said that the  

      Saint baptized converts to the Christian faith 

    12:00 pm Tour Concludes, Lunch in Dublin at your own expense 

    12:30 pm Arrive at:  THE CIVIC THEATRE 

         Address: Tallaght 

    1:00 pm Rehearsal for Concert Band, along with Combined Rehearsal with  

        THE TALLAGHT BAND, director Martin Fogarty 

    4:00 pm Depart theatre for the Hotel 

    4:45 pm Dinner at the Hotel (included) 

    8:00 pm Exchange Concert with the Tallaght Band at the Civic Theatre 

    9:30 pm Concert Concludes depart for Hotel 

 

Tuesday, April 7th   7:30 am  Irish Breakfast at the Hotel (included)   

    9:30 am  Arrive at Croke Park GAA Stadium and Museum Entrance to   

      Ireland’s headquarters for its Gaelic Games 

      Option to try Hurling (Gaelic football) in the interactive museum 

    11:00 am Depart Museum for Dublin City Center, Free time for Shopping   

      and Lunch at your own expense 

    1:15 pm Meet our Guides and Board Coaches  

    2:15 pm Arrive at: ARTANE SCHOOL OF MUSIC AND DANCE 

      Address: St David's Park, Artane, Beaumont, Dublin, D05 DT98 

      DANCE WORKSHOP led by a former Riverdance member 

    4:30 pm Depart and Return to Hotel to Freshen Up 

https://www.ait.ie/life-at-ait/student-supports/your-students-union
https://www.facebook.com/IMBA-Irish-Marching-Bands-Association-508629579548084/
https://www.facebook.com/BallinasloeBand/photos/and-just-like-thatwere-back-some-limited-places-still-available-in-each-class-co/1626395094163607/
https://www.claytonhotelleopardstown.com/
https://www.stpatrickscathedral.ie/
https://www.civictheatre.ie/about-us/presenting-at-our-venue/
https://www.facebook.com/TallaghtYouthBand/
https://crokepark.ie/gaa-museum-tours/stadium-tour


 

    6:30 pm Meet our Guides and depart for: TAYLORS THREE ROCKS 

      Address: 16 Grange Rd, Rathfarnham, Dublin 16, D14 Y6X5 

      Tel: +353 1 494 2311 

    7:00 pm Dinner with Irish Entertainment and Dance 

    9:30 pm Depart Restaurant for Hotel 

 

Wednesday, April 8th  5:15 am  Morning Call: Bring luggage and instruments to lobby 

    5:45 am  Meet our Guides: Ailbe and Sean Luggage on coaches and   

      instruments on van 

    6:00 am  Irish Breakfast at the Hotel (included) 

    7:00 am  Board coaches 

      Depart hotel  

    8:15 am  Arrive airport 

      Check in  

      Clear Immigration and Customs 

    11:15 am Depart Dublin American Airlines 723 

    1:50 pm Arrive Philadelphia - Terminal A 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.taylorsthreerock.ie/portfolio/irish-cabaret/


 
ST. MARY’S CATHEDRAL LIMERICK 

 
Saint Mary’s Cathedral was founded in 1168 A.D. on a hill on King’s Island, which is the oldest part of 

Limerick. It is the oldest building in Limerick still in continuous daily use. The priests and people who worship 

here belong to the Church of Ireland, but all Christians are welcome to visit to attend a service, to pray, reflect, 

to take a tour or attend a choral concert or other special event. 

 

The Cathedral was built where the palace of the late King of Munster, Donal Mór O’Brien once stood. During 

the last eight centuries, it has witnessed invasions, sieges, battles, wars, famine, unrest and times of great peace. 

Our Council Rock South Concert Band will perform here along with the famous BOHERUOY BAND of 

Limerick, under the direction of Andrew Jordabn 

 

BOHERUOY BAND 

 

Established in 1850, in the Boherbuoy area of the city, the band is well known locally for our tradition and 

sense of community. 

 

The Boherbuoy Band is a voluntary, not for profit, organization. It is self-financing. Its operational expenses are 

defrayed through its fees for public performances and its nominal membership fees, supplemented with other 

varied fundraising events and charitable donations. 

 

 

 

South will perform with the Ballinasloe Junior Band “I can't overestimate how important the Ballinasloe Town Band was to 

me as a kid. Noel Madden and the senior band members were incredibly good to us kids and the work Noel did was constant and 

unfailing. He often threw clarinet parts or other instrumental parts for us to transpose and sight-read. The education we got, both 

musical and social was beyond description. Please support the continuation of this gem for the next generation.” - Eimear Noone | 

Composer and first female conductor at the Oscars. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.saintmaryscathedral.ie/history/
https://www.boherbuoyband.com/
https://www.boherbuoyband.com/
https://www.facebook.com/BallinasloeBand/photos/and-just-like-thatwere-back-some-limited-places-still-available-in-each-class-co/1626395094163607/


Council Rock South Marching Band Ireland Program 
 

 
Concert Band Performance 

 
 

 

The Star-Spangled Banner (1:45)….….……………………………………………….…...Music by John Stafford Smith 

A Love Song to Our Country                                                                                 Arr. by Jack Stamp 

 

First Suite in Eb (8:30)…..………….……………….………………………………………………...............Gustav Holst 

 Movement I: Chaconne 

 Movement II: Intermezzo  

 Movement III: March 

 
Soloists:  Johnny Kopack on Piccolo; Kari Johnson on Flute; Jonah Sedam on Oboe; Hadley Ellison on Eb Soprano Clarinet;  

Colby Agnella on Bb Soprano Clarinet; Byron Friend on Alto Sax; Andrew Baldridge and RJ Shetzline, on Trumpet;  

Jason Costello on Euphonium. 

 

Army of the Nile (3:30)…………………………...……………………………………………..………….Kenneth J. Alford 

 

Fight or Flight (5:00)……….…………….………………………………………….………………………….…Jim Casella 

 

Ireland of Legend and Lore (7:00)……………………….….………………………………………….…. Robert W. Smith 

 

In a Gentle Rain (3:50) …………………………….……………………………………….……………….Robert W. Smith 

Featuring: Jason Costello on Euphonium and Jonah Sedam on Piano 

 

The Rakes of Mallow (3:21)……………………………...……………………………………..……….……Leroy Anderson 

                                                                     

 
Winter Guard 

 
 

 

Looking Back (4:15)……………...………………………………………an original Work by John Burns  

                           and Lauren Moffatt Burns 

 
 

Marching Band 

 
 

 

Elevation (7:00)…………………………………………………………………………….Don Barrett 

 

                    

America the Beautiful ……………………………………………………....Music by Samuel A. Ward  

                                                  arr. Jay Bocook 

 

\ 

 
 



The Day We Depart (April 1st) 
 

Our Flights will be confirmed after Febuary15th.  All times listed below are subject to change once the flights are confirmed. 

 

Students must drop off their luggage in the Band Room (which will be locked and secured all day) the morning 

of April 1st from 6:30 am to 7:30 am.  At this time, chaperones will conduct a luggage and instrument check 

that needs to be finished long before 1st period. This way, if anything is forgotten, items can be retrieved from 

home. Parents are asked to remain with their child until after the luggage check is finished (look for “Packing 

Checklist”).  

 

Flights will be confirmed after February 15th.  As of 02-01-20 we are scheduled to take American Airlines 

Flight 722 which is one direct flight for all of our travelers, both students and guests from Philadelphia 

International Airport to Dublin.  We will also share one return flight back into Philadelphia. 

 

Students will attend school until 9th period at which time they will report to the Auditorium for last minute 

instructions, and then load the buses. They will need to resubmit their passport and passport holders to 

chaperones. Family members going on the trip are asked to arrive at the Choir Room at 3:00 pm with their 

luggage ready to go. Those students, chaperones and family members traveling with us will board the buses at 

4:00 pm in order to arrive at the airport on time.  

 

Students must be wearing their Marching Band T-shirt and carry their Ireland Jacket. Your carry-on small 

handbag can include PJ pants to be worn on the plane if you feel more comfortable sleeping in them. Small 

toiletries (in containers LESS than 3 oz.!) can be brought in your carry-on such as toothpaste, deodorant, contact 

lenses, and a toothbrush. 

 

Our return flight, American Airlines Flight 723 departs Dublin on Wednesday, April 8th at 11:15 am and we 

will arrive in Philadelphia at 1:50 pm. 

 

Please note your US Flight # and Bus #, and your Hotel Chaperone, although rooming and bussing 

assignments will also be finalized after February 15th. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Airport AND Ireland Tentative Bus Lists 

 

Ireland Bus Lists 

Students should sign up for the SAME BUS as their Hotel Roommates 
 

We will utilize the same bus assignments for our trip to and from the Philly Airport as well as 

in Ireland.  The list below will be adjusted and finalized AFTER 02-15-2020 

 

 
  Bus #1   Bus #2 

 

  First Name Last Name   First Name Last Name 

1 Jason Costello 1 Eka Benidze 

2 Byron Friend 2 Isabella Toso 

3 Adam Welwood 3 Athina Psarras 

4 Hadley Ellison 4 Kari Johnson 

5 Payton Whitesell 5 Johnny Kopack 

6 Mya Bishop 6 Logan McCurry 

7 Sarah Welwood 7 Thomas Bowlby 

8 Peyton Brillhart 8 Demtra Kohart 

9 Evelyn Lewis 9 Tristan Roosevelt 

10 Oscar Zimmerman 10 Evan Davalos 

11 Jacob Cantor 11 Eric DiVirgilio 

12 Kellen Vaughn 12 Chris Beatty 

13 Emily Law 13 Luke Maddren 

14 Calista Pushman 14 Andrew Baldridge 

15 Meghan Hannum 15 Julia Moritz 

16 Jack Vogt 16 Juliana Lupo 

17 Colby Agnella 17 Abriella Crowder 

18 Joel Martsinovsky 18 Noah Necowitz 

19 Kayleigh Burke 19 Dan Krauss 

20 Kiley Malloy 20 Gavin Shalayda 

21 Erin Loftus 21 Nicole Silverstein 

22 Kai Khatri 22 Megan Siwak 

23 Faith Elia 23 Emilia Ostrikov 

24 Kara Phelan 24 Kira Abendroth 

25 Ilana Pavolotsky 25     

26 Meghan Guiher 26     

27 Katie Turnbull 27     

28 Matthew Jarek 28     

29 Aidan Mangin 29     

30 Sasha Bakrenev 30     

31 Dan Krauss 31     

32 Noah Necowitz 32     

33 Gwen Olart 33     

34 Abby Bass 34     

35 Adrianna Loux 35     

36 Jaiden Miller 36     

37 Danielle Miller 37     

38 Kaitlyn Folz 38     

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Ireland Hotel Chaperone Lists 

* Denotes Room Captain 

 

 Mr. Burns   Mrs. Gormley   Mr. Moyer   Mrs. White   Mrs. Burns 

 

First 
Name 

Last Name   
First 
Name 

Last Name   
First 
Name 

Last Name   
First 
Name 

Last Name   First Name Last Name 

Room 
4 Shane Silver 

Room 
1 Hadley Ellison* 

Room 
1 Matthew Jarek 

Roo
m 6 Faith Elia 

Room 
4 Julia Moritz 

Evan Schoettle* Payton Whitesell Aiden Mangin Kai Khatri* Abriella Crowder 

Cullen Rakszawski Mya Bishop Sasha Bakrenev Kara Phelan Juliana Lupo* 
Room 

2 Gavin Shalayda 
Room 

2 Katie  Turnbull 
Room 

3 Joel Varghese 
Roo

m 7 Evelyn Lewis* 
Room 

5 Kiley Malloy* 

Jonah Sedam* Meghan Guiher* Logan Hayden Sarah Welwood Erin Loftus 

Brett Frajerman Ilana Pavolotsky RJ Shetzline Peyton Brillhart Kayleigh Burke 
Room 

7 Logan McCurry 
Room 

10 Athina Psarras 
Room 

9 Jason Costello 
Roo

m 3 Gwen Olart 
Room 

8 Kaitlyn Folz* 

Johnny Kopack Isabella Toso Byron Friend 
Adriann
a Loux* Danielle Miller 

Thomas Bowlby Nicole Silverman Adam Welwood Abby Bass Jaiden Miller 
Room 

5 Cameron Vogt 
Room 

9 Eka Benidze 
Room 
10 Luke Maddren 

Roo
m 

12 

Emilia Ostrikov 
Room 

11 Calista Pushman* 

Colby Agnella Kari Johnson 
  

Chris Beatty Kira Abendroth* Meghan Hannum 

Joel Martsinovsky Demetra Kohart 
  

Andrew Baldridge Megan Siwak Emily Law 

Room 
6 Eric DiVirgilio    

Room 
11 Jacob Cantor       

Tristan Roosevelt    Kellen Vaughn       

Evan Davalos    Oscar Zimmerman       
Room 

8 Jordan Checkoff    
Room 

12 Daniel Krauss       

Enzo Brandani    Noah Necowitz       

Ben Witkowski    Jimmy Davey    

 

  

 



 

PACKING AND 

AIRPORT SECURITY 

In order to provide the safest trip possible for our students, we ask that you read the guidelines below and adhere to them carefully. 

 

1. You are permitted one checked bag. It must have linear dimensions that do not exceed 62 inches and must weigh no more 

than 50 pounds.  If you exceed the maximum baggage allowance, you will be charged.  Keep in mind that you will want to 

bring back souvenirs and you will be carrying your own luggage; so Light Is Good!!! 

2. You may carry-on one bag and one personal item, such as a purse or briefcase. The carry-on bag must fit under your seat or 

in the overhead bin and cannot weigh more than 26 pounds. The linear dimensions cannot exceed 22” x 14” x 10”.  For 

students who play the flute, oboe, clarinet, trumpet, or alto saxophone, your instrument case is considered to be your carry-

on. Mellophones, low brass, Color Guard and Marching Percussion should be checked with your luggage. Piccolos, Flutes, 

Oboes, and possibly Clarinets can fit inside a larger carry-on bag so that you can include other essential items. Ladies who 

must use their instrument as their carry-on may want to bring a larger purse and Gentlemen may want to find a non-

woodwind friend to keep some essentials for the flight (an extra shirt, etc.). Your one piece of hand luggage should include 

things you need for a 24-hour time period (toothbrush and toothpaste, contacts, etc).  

3. Carry-on luggage is subject to the 3-1-1 rule.  Liquids, aerosols, and gels must be in containers 3 ounces or less.  These items 

must be put in a one-quart, clear plastic, zip-top bag.  Only one zip-top bag is permitted per customer.  You will receive more 

information about these restrictions at the mandatory meeting. 

4. Medically necessary needles and syringes are exempt from these prohibitions if passengers have in their possession 

prescription medication with a professionally printed label that identifies the medical office, pharmacy and manufacturer of 

the medication. If you are bringing any prescription medicine on the trip you must include this information on the school 

medical form.  Prescriptions should be put into your one-quart clear plastic bag in your carry-on. 

5. Dangerous items not allowed in the plane cabin: No knives of any length, or made from any material, are permitted in the 

cabin of the aircraft. Cutting instruments of every kind are banned, including but not limited to, carpet knives, box cutters, 

knives with folding or retractable blades (regardless of blade length), steak knives, straight edge razors, ice picks, metal nail 

files and scissors. 

6. These electronic devices can be used in the cabin, but may not be used during takeoff and landing: ipods, calculators, hand 

held computer games, portable CD/DVD players, laptop computers. 

7. We will be wearing our passport holders with passports enclosed from the time we leave CR-South until we get on the buses 

in Ireland and again on our return flight. You will be asked to show your passport a minimum of four times: when you check 

in, at the security checkpoint, when you board the plane, and when we go through customs in Ireland. When asked, show 

them your passport with your boarding pass. You will also be required to wear your CR South T-Shirt and/or Tour Jacket 

from the time we leave the school until after we arrive at our 1st hotel. 

8. Make sure that your bags have identification on them. Do not leave your bags unattended for any reason.  If you lock your 

checked bag use a TSA-accepted lock in case TSA needs to search your bag. 

9. With respect to your carry on, LESS IS BEST. Everything must go through the x-ray machine at the checkpoint.  Do not 

carry pockets-full of change or keys. Avoid large belt buckles and large pieces of jewelry. Any large (and sometimes small) 

pieces of metal may set off the detector. These items delay the screening process for you and for other passengers.  Shoes 

must be removed and screened by TSA, so wear shoes you can easily take on and off to speed the process.  Jackets also must 

be removed and put in the bin for screening.  You may be “wanded”, or asked to empty your pockets.  Your cooperation is 

expected. 

10. Tips on packing from the pros:  Pack light!  You don’t need a new outfit every day.  Color coordinate so each garment goes 

with several other garments. Instead of taking lots of clothes, plan to wash underwear and other garments when you are in the 

same hotel for two or three days.  Choose non-wrinkle clothes.  Knits are good.  

11. Do it the Navy way!  Roll your clothes rather than fold them to prevent wrinkles and save space.  Place your rolled clothes in 

separate 2-gallon-size zip-lock plastic bags (underwear in one, shirts in one, etc.).  If your luggage is hand searched, the 

searchers can see the contents of your suitcase without handling your garments.   

12. This is not a time to be cute or funny or clever. Do not joke about serious matters.  Answer questions asked of you 

honestly. We expect cooperation from every Council Rock South student. Do not call attention to yourself.  If you are 

uncomfortable in any way or unsure of what to do identify yourself as a Council Rock South student and ask a friend 

to find a chaperone. 



PACKING CONSIDERATIONS 
 

Preparation 
Pack carefully. Our program only allows for you to travel with one piece of “checked” luggage and one 

“carry-on” hand-bag. You are going to Ireland for 7 days, not 4 weeks! You do not need to bring a lot of 

clothes and personal belongings. You have to carry your suitcase, instrument, and carry-on bag in the 

airport, and in the hotels, so do not make your suitcase too big or too heavy. 

 

For students who play the Flute, Oboe, Clarinet, Bassoon, Trumpet, or Alto Saxophone, your instrument 

case is considered to be your carry-on (which must go in the overhead compartment). All Mellophones, 

Trombones, Baritones / Euphoniums, Sousaphones, and all Marching Percussion should be checked with 

your luggage. Piccolos, Flutes, Oboes, and possibly Clarinets can fit inside a larger carry-on bag so that you 

can include other essential items. Ladies who must use their woodwind as their carry-on may want to bring 

a larger purse and Gentlemen may want to find a non-woodwind or color guard friend to keep some 

essentials for the flight (an extra shirt, etc.). Your one piece of hand luggage should include things you need 

for a 24-hour time period. You really do not need to bring food or drink. You may want things to read and a 

few personal items that will help you freshen up, in addition to the essential traveling materials (money, 

passports, etc.). 

 

The Weather in Ireland in early April could range between 40 and 60 degrees. So be prepared for cool and 

wet weather.  It will probably rain every day.  You will be wearing your tour jackets as the outside layer in 

the airports, when we depart Limerick for Dublin, and on any cooler days. Never pack bottled liquids in 

your suitcase or hand luggage; they tend to break and make a mess (or at least put in sealed clear-plastic 

bags). Remember to pack your uniform parts (jackets, pants, gauntlets, socks, shoes, or unitards, etc.) near 

the opening of your suitcase because you will need to show these items as a luggage check the afternoon we 

leave for Ireland. 

 

Please Note: 

 Once we are in Ireland, breakfast and dinner are provided daily.  Lunch is at your own expense.  It is 

suggested that 10 Euros is the average cost of a lunch meal. There will be 5 lunches total that the 

students will need to buy. Therefore, 50 total Euros should cover the cost of all lunches with room to 

spare. 

 

 Money for souvenirs, gifts, and snacks could be added to this suggested minimum. 

 

Some parents may choose to purchase VISA Gift Cards (Visa Debit Cards) which can be used in ATM 

machines at a good rate in Ireland.  However, there is no guarantee that we will find ATM machines the first 

day or two in Ireland. It is recommended that students bring a minimum amount of cash 50 - 75 Euros each 

even if Visa Gift Cards are purchased for the trip.  Please remember that if you do purchase a Gift card that 

you activate the card and let the company know what dates the card might be in use in Ireland. Also find out 

what ATM machines will accept the card “Star,” “VISA,” 

 

Dress like Ambassadors 
Americans recently have been viewed around the world as disrespectful travelers. Sloppy dress that includes 

ripped shorts and worn t-shirts is considered disrespectful to European cultures. Security experts also advise 

Americans to blend in with the culture they are visiting in order to avoid being targeted by pick-pockets. By 

dressing a little bit classier, we show respect for Irish culture and become Ambassadors and hopefully 

improve the perception of Americans. With this in mind, no ripped shorts, jeans or t-shirts will be 

permitted on the trip. A good outfit would be jeans (un-ripped) or nice shorts or pants, sneakers or 

comfortable walking shoes, and a plain front shirt or blouse.  



 

Dinner Wear 

For the dinner in Kilkenny, we will be dining in a section of a fine restaurant reserved for our group. The 

dress code is business casual – Gentlemen: nice long pants, nice shoes, collared shirt; Ladies: nice 

skirt/dress pants and blouse or dress, nice shoes. You may wear the khaki pants. If not, pack separate dinner 

outfits. 

Check Cell Phone Plans! 

We will have Free-Wifi in the hotel. Students should be prepared to take advantage and use Skype, face time, or 

What’s App to make contact with family and friends still in the US. It is far less expensive than to make a call from 

Ireland or even to text.  Check your cell carrier about international rates. For example, Verizon charges $2 per minute 

and per text unless. If you call Verizon beforehand to get an International plan, you could save hundreds! 

Pack Early and Get Rest the Week Before We Leave     

Aside from packing there are other ways you can prepare for the flight. You are going to have a busy week 

in Italy. You have worked very hard and saved very hard to make this trip a possibility. You really want to 

make the most of it. We have a busy rehearsal schedule the week before we leave so that we do not have to 

rehearse that much in Ireland. If you set off feeling tired and jaded you are not going to be well rested the 

day before you start your journey. REST on the Sunday before we leave. Have most things packed 

BEFORE the Farewell Concert so that you can get some sleep the two nights before we leave, it will be well 

worth it! Try to get your body adjusted to Ireland time by going to bed earlier on March 30th and 31st. 

 

You may want to wear comfortable clothing during the flight. We will get to the airport around 3 hours 

before take-off time. The check-in process, with large numbers of people, can be long and arduous. Prior to 

check-in (while on the bus to the airport), you will be given your airline ticket by a staff member. After 

boarding the Italy bus, staff members will collect passports for safe-keeping and redistribute on the bus 

going back to the airport for our departure. 

 

Our direct flight will be nearly 9 hours long.  Try to get some sleep – this will be your ONLY opportunity to 

sleep Wednesday night! You will go through customs upon arrival in Dublin.  When we arrive in Dublin in 

the morning, it is extremely important that, as tired as we might be, we stay awake until the normal bed-

time.  This will readjust our body-clocks, get rid of jet-lag, and get us onto a new schedule, refreshed and 

ready to go the next morning.  To assist you, we will be going directly from the airport to the West Coast of 

Ireland for some sight-seeing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



GETTING BY IN IRELAND 

 
Hotel Check-In, Check-Out 

 
When we first arrive at our hotel for check-in, please stay on the bus until a chaperone has confirmed that 

the hotel is ready to receive us. When all rooms and keys are ready, one designated person (Room Captain) 

from each room will pick up the key while the other roommate unload the baggage from the bus to the 

sidewalk. The person with the key will then gather his/her roommate (s) and head to their room. Check your 

room for damage, and let a staff member know if you find something broken. 

 

Electrical Outlets: 

 
Most of our wall outlets will have a Type G outlet.  Most cell phone chargers will not 

require this third prong.  If in doubt, consult the manufacturer. 

There are two things you need to know before “plugging” in your devices in Ireland: 

#1.) Ireland’s wall outlets/sockets deliver 220 volts (countries like the US and Canada 

only use 110 volts). 
 

#2.) Ireland’s wall outlets/sockets are the same as the ones used in the UK 

and handful of other countries…  

 

 

 

The Value of Voltage 

 

Before you do anything, you need to make sure your device can handle 220 volts. Most modern phones, tablets, cameras, laptops, 

and CPAP machines can work with both 110 and 220 volt outlets. Many devices will have a sticker denoting their limits… if it 

says something like “110V-220V” or “100V-240V,” it will work in Ireland. 

If you’re not sure, contact the manufacturer before plugging it in. 

 
FYI – I once plugged in an external hard drive that wasn’t compatible… there was a quiet “pop,” a slight burnt smell, and a “fried” device with no hope of being 

used again. The results are swift and merciless when you make the mistake of plugging in an incompatible device. 

 

If your device can’t handle 220 volts, you can use a converter/transformer that will “step-down” the voltage. These gadgets work, 

but some varieties can be heavy, prone to breaking, and/or require a series of adapters and attachments that can make it difficult to 

keep it plugged into the outlet. 

Devices such as hairdryers, curling irons, and flatirons, are often NOT designed for 220 volts. Our Hotels have hair dryers for this 

reason.  Students, please DO NOT bring your own hair dryers or curling irons for this reason.  You could start a fire! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ireland uses a large “G” electrical outlet with three square “prongs.”  If your device is compatible with 220 volts, you simply 

need an adapter. There are several styles of universal adapters — many with prongs that flip out like a Swiss Army Knife to 

suit a variety of outlets. And there are adapters made specifically for “G” outlets… these will be labeled “UK,” “United 

Kingdom,” “GB,” “Great Britain,” “England,” and/or “Ireland.” 

 

https://www.110220volts.com/z-electrical-outlet-type-g.html


THIS LINK may help you find an adapter that is right for you. 

https://www.amazon.com/s?k=travel+voltage+converter&_encoding=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&linkCod

e=ur2&linkId=TAQ4CALDWJLJPI2Y&tag=powerplugsand-20&ref=as_li_ss_tl 

A Few More Tips 

Power up on the plane… many airplanes (and buses and trains) offer outlets built into the seat, so you can charge your devices while you travel. 

Pack a basic power strip from home… you can use a small power strip to charge several devices at one time; yet you only need one adapter. 

Make sure the power is “on” … electrical outlets in Ireland may feature an on/off switch. It must be in the “on” position to charge your device. 

 

Discover that little outlet in the bathroom… for safety, 220 volt outlets are not permitted in Irish 

bathrooms, but you might find a 110 volt “shaver” outlet. These outlets are specifically designed 

for shavers. In a pinch, these outlets can be used to charge your phone… and you won’t need an 

adapter (note that some outlets offer the option of 110 or 220 volts — be sure to choose 110). Not 

all bathrooms have these outlets installed. 

  

 

 

 

Instrument Insurance 

If you are taking your own instrument, it is highly suggested that you get insurance. The easiest way to do it 

is to contact your home owner insurance company. 

 

    Chaperone Check-ins and Walking around Ireland 

Every student has been assigned a chaperone for different parts of the trip. While in Limerick, you will 

check in with either your Room Chaperone, who is also most often your Bus Chaperone. Your Kilkenny 

Castle Tour Chaperone is likely the same person.   In Athlone, Kilkenny, and Dublin, the group will be 

given time to explore for small periods of time. Sometimes the students will walk together with their 

chaperone groupings (less than 20 students), and other times students will be given “free-time” to explore 

on their own.  For their safety, we are asking that students stay in groups of 4 or more and on cooler days 

wear their tour jacket. It is the responsibility of each student to find the appropriate chaperone, to 

listen to report times, and to show-up with their group at the correct time and place. Therefore, 

everyone MUST bring a time-piece (cell phone OR watch) and carry it with them at all times. When 

checking in with their chaperones, students will ALWAYS check-in WITH their roommate. The Band Staff 

will not tolerate students who are found in groups of less than 4, do not wear their tour jacket when asked, 

or show-up late and force the rest of the group to wait.  

MP3 players should only be used on the airplane and in the hotel. Tour guides typically will be addressing 

the group on bus rides – please do not have your mp3 players out.  It is suggested that you keep your MP3 

players at home.   

At dinner every night, a bed-check time will be given. Any student visiting another room before bed-check 

must prop the door open of the visiting room with a chair. At Bed-Check, wake-up times and information 

about the next day will be given. The room number (and phone number) of the chaperone in charge will be 

given out for emergencies or problems – students are not allowed to leave the room after bed-check. Large 

instruments (those that are “Checked-in” as a 2nd piece of Luggage) will be kept in a locked room at our 

Hotels, or Locked on an Equipment Truck. 

Room Check-out will be done by a staff member. When your bags are packed and your room is cleaned, 

stand by your open door until a staff member collects your key (s). A clean room will have all towels in the 

bath tub, all sheets and blankets on the beds, and all trash in the trash cans. 

https://www.amazon.com/s?k=travel+voltage+converter&_encoding=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&linkCode=ur2&linkId=TAQ4CALDWJLJPI2Y&tag=powerplugsand-20&ref=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=travel+voltage+converter&_encoding=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&linkCode=ur2&linkId=TAQ4CALDWJLJPI2Y&tag=powerplugsand-20&ref=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=travel+voltage+converter&_encoding=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&linkCode=ur2&linkId=TAQ4CALDWJLJPI2Y&tag=powerplugsand-20&ref=as_li_ss_tl


Ordering Food 

Beginning on April 2nd, breakfast will be provided in our hotel each morning.  In Athlone, Bunratty Castle, 

Kilkenny and Dublin, there will be time each day to find your own place to eat lunch Irish Style!  Please be 

courteous to our hosts.  Students will probably not have time for “Sit Down” options in order to stay on 

schedule.   It is imperative that we stay on schedule or we could miss an entire performance due to the 

cascading effects of a 15 minute delay. 

Marching Band Check List 
 

You need to arrive on the morning of April 1st at 6:30 am wearing Jeans (dark blue + NOT ripped), the 

Marching Band t-shirt, and the Tour Jacket. This outfit is required until we arrive at our Limerick hotel.  

 

You must show these items to a chaperone the afternoon of departure: 
Passport Holder   

Passport 

Time-piece (cell phone or watch) 

Student ID (because it has a photo identification) to be placed in the Passport Holder 

Security check for carry-on bag (one quart bag contents – 3-1-1) and carry-on instrument 

 

Instrument cases will be checked: 
valve oil, brass mutes, woodwind swabs, and extra reeds should all be put in your “checked” luggage. 

 

These items must be shown to be included in your luggage: 

Musicians: 
 
Tuners for all EXCEPT percussion 
Reed players need to show at least 6 good reeds, and brass need to 

show valve oil (slide cream) and mutes  

 

Informal Concert Outfit includes:  

Blue collared polo shirt 

Khaki pants 

MTX Shoes 

 

Formal Concert/Marching Outfit includes:  

Uniform Pants 

NEW Uniform Jacket 

Gauntlets 

Black MTX Shoes 

At least two pairs of LONG Black socks 

Color Guard: 
  
Parade/Marching Band Outfit includes:  

Appropriate Undergarments 

Costume TBA 

Gloves if Desired 

Black Field Show shoes 

 

Winter Guard Outfit includes:  

Appropriate Undergarments 

Costume TBA 

Gloves if Desired 

No shoes required 

 

 

 

These items will be checked again when you board the buses to go to the airport: 
Passport holder with: 

Passport 

Student ID  

Time-piece (cell phone or watch) 

Assigned Instrument 

“Checked” Luggage piece 

 

Carry-on Luggage will include your carry-on instrument, plus a hand-bag. The instrument will go in the over-

head compartment, and the hand-bag or other personal items MUST be able to fit under the seat in front of you. These 

personal items could include handbag, camera, laptop, briefcase, etc. but NOT a large backpack. If you plan on 

bringing a large backpack while touring, you may want to pack it in your checked-luggage. 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

PACKING YOUR UNIFORM! 

After initial packing completion, place jacket on top using the width of the bag.  Place 

the collar of the jacket up against the side of the suitcase with the jacket sleeves laid 

out on the front of the coat. 
  

 

   

 
 

  

 

Place the pants across the shoulders of the jacket with the waist band flush with the 

shoulder edge. 
 

 

 
 

 

 

First, fold the jacket tail up and over the pants.  Second, fold the pant legs up and over 

the jacket. 
 

 

 
 

 

Congratulations!  Your suit will stay virtually wrinkle-free because the jacket is 

cushioning the pants and the pants are cushioning the jacket.  Creases have been 

eliminated! 
  

 
 

 



COUNCIL ROCK SCHOOL DISTRICT 
ADMINISTRATION & BUSINESS OFFICES 

The Chancellor Center 

30 North Chancellor Street 

Newtown, PA  18940 

 

 

 

 

August, 2019 

 

 

 

Dear Parents, 

 

Even a casual look at the news suggests that we live in very uncertain times.  The purpose of this letter is to advise 

you of Council Rock School District’s guidelines on student activity trips in an era of changing “Terror Alerts.”  I 

hope this letter will provide clarity to you on the actions we will follow should terror alerts change. 

 

The Secretary of Homeland Security informs the public and relevant government and private sector partners 

through the National Terrorism Advisory System.  That system advises us of a potential or actual threat indicating 

whether there is an “imminent” or “elevated” threat.  Please click here should you desire to learn more about the 

warning systems. 

 

If the Secretary of Homeland Security issues an “imminent” or “elevated” threat for our area, student activity trips 

for middle school and elementary school students will be cancelled.  Administrators at the high school, in 

collaboration with the Superintendent, will determine the viability of high school student activity trips under an 

“imminent” or “elevated” threat.  The decision will be based on the location of the trip and the area affected by the 

Homeland Security warning.   

 

I recognize that parents incur financial burdens in signing up for student activity trips.  It is important for you to 

know that your child’s participation in any student activity trip comes with the risk that the trip may be cancelled 

under the conditions outlined above.  That cancellation may result in students and/or parents incurring some 

degree of financial loss. We will work, whenever possible, to mitigate these losses. 

 

I value the experiences that are embedded in student activity trips.  However, the first priority we hold for any 

school experience is the safety of our students. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Robert J. Fraser, Ed.D 

Superintendent of Schools 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Robert J. Fraser, Ed.D. 

Superintendent of Schools 

Telephone (215) 944-1000 

 FAX (215) 944-1031 

 

http://www.dhs.gov/national-terrorism-advisory-system


Council Rock High School South Bands 

 Performance Tour of Ireland 2020 

Parent Permission/Student Behavior Expectations 

 

 There are many guidelines that should be followed in order to insure a safe and enjoyable trip.  In 

general, using good common sense will almost always result in a correct decision being made.  Remember that 

Council Rock South standards encourage a sense of pride, maturity, and confidence.  Following the school’s rules 

and regulations and behaving in accordance with what is expected at any school activity are requirements. 

 

 Each day, depending upon the time available and our schedule of planned activities, students will be 

given guidelines as to the area(s) that they might explore and sightsee.  Students are expected to adhere to these 

guidelines and are not permitted to travel outside of the specified area(s). 

 

 Visitations to hotel rooms of other students are permitted only with the door fully open.  Evening curfew 

times will be established on a day-to-day basis.  Students are not to be out of their room between the curfew time 

and wake-up call the next morning.  Persons not traveling with our group are prohibited from visiting student hotel 

rooms at any time. 

 

 There are two rules that stand out from all of the rest in their importance to the success of this trip.  It 

must be noted that a violation of either of these will be considered as a major disciplinary problem and will have 

serious consequences.  They are: 

 

1. No student may purchase, consume, arrange for the transport of, or have in his/her possession 

(including hotel room) alcoholic beverages, depressants, stimulants, or any other controlled 

substance. 

 

2. No student may engage in any action deemed to be willfully malicious or illegal. 

 

Violation of either of the aforementioned rules will result in penalties consistent with school policy.  

These penalties may include suspension from school, the recommendation for the suspension of all school-related 

activity privileges (including proms and graduation exercises) for the year, and possibly being sent home 

immediately from the trip at the student’s/parent’s expense. 

 

It is also important to note that the Council Rock School District’s zero-tolerance policy for drug 

and alcohol violations is in effect for all students on this trip. 

 

As a student, I understand and acknowledge the guidelines for behavior on the 2020 Band trip as set forth 

on this form and in the accompanying letter.  I agree to comply with the rules and accept the severe consequences 

that will result from a failure to comply.   

 

 

Student Name (Please Print) ______________________________ 

 

Student Signature ______________________________________ 

 

 As the parent/guardian of the above named student, I have read and understand the guidelines for student 

behavior on the 2020 Band trip.  I assume responsibility for discussing this document with my child and am aware 

of the actions that Council Rock High School South authorities will take in response to any violation of this 

agreement. 

 

Parent/Guardian Signature _________________________________ 

 
 


